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December 17, 1998

  

Washington, DC -- Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the Charlemont Police Department was awarded a $51,808                COPS grant from the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant will allow                the Charlemont Police Department to hire 2 part-time police officers.              

"Community policing has proven to be an effective tool in combating                crime in western Massachusetts," Olver said. "These funds will increase                the amount of time officers have to work with local residents,&nbsp;                and that is the only way to keep our streets safe."              

The grant was awarded through the Justice Department's Office of                Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS).&nbsp; Under the Universal                Hiring Program (UHP), these grants provide local law enforcement                agencies with funds to help hire additional officers.&nbsp; Grants                are made for up to 75 percent of the total salary and benefits for                new officers over three years, up to a maximum of $75,000 per officer.             
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